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of life;

“I w
ant that every person should have the opportunity to fully

develop their psychic potentiality;

“A
nd that every person should m

arch tow
ards perfection.

“In and through this m
ovem

ent everyone should be m
ade conscious

of the purpose and m
eaning of life.”

I

“I w
ant that every person should be guaranteed the m

inim
um

physical necessities-
 



centralisation.

* PR
O

U
T is a socioeconom

ic theory that provides for the good and happiness of
all.

decentralisation  and political 
PR

O
U

T
s policy is

econom
ic 

the  U
nited N

ations is
ineffective. It is im

possible to govern the w
hole, w

hen the parts w
hich m

ake up
the w

hole are econom
ically and socially unstable and w

hen there are extrem
e

disparities of w
ealth. H

ence solving global problem
s depends on establishing local

econom
ic security. O

nly w
hen sm

all countries are free of the threat of dom
ination

by big countries w
ill global cooperation be possible. H

ence 

com
m

ittm
ent to self im

provem
ent through

inner contem
plation and m

editation and 4) their concern for the w
elfare of all and

not just one interest group or class. Such a person, says Sarkar, is know
n as a

Sadvipra. Sadvipras are the best hope for the future.

* PR
O

U
T

 is com
m

itted to the dem
ocratic process. It is the best system

 of
governm

ent devised so far, but as Sarkar observes, it w
ill further evolve and better

form
s of governm

ent w
ill em

erge in the future.

* PR
O

U
T

 advocates increased pow
ers for the U

nited N
ations because it is only

through cooperative global efforts that global problem
s, such as greenhouse gases,

ozone layer depletion, acid rain, third w
orld debt, nuclear arm

s proliferation and
hum

an rights violations can be solved. U
nfortunately

 

recognised by
1) their reputation for m

oral integrity and honest character, 2) their spirit of selfless
service to the local com

m
unity, 3) their 

calls a “devotional
sentim

ent”, the m
ost im

portant treasure of society. D
evotional sentim

ent of 
a

society shines through the subtlety of its m
usic, literature, art and so on. W

ithout
it, social life becom

es a living hell and cultural expressions becom
e another m

eans
of exploitation, such as pornography.

* Sarkar insists there m
ust be constant effort to ensure that the best calibre person’s

occupy seats of governm
ent and adm

inistration. Such person’s can be 

,dogm
a, and the sofm

ess of the hum
an

heart before the law
 of the jungle. In this struggle, the hum

an race has m
ade a little

progress. A
t best w

e have em
braced hum

anism
 a social philosophy w

hich accords

em
otional stability of sm

all children to control those w
eapons. W

ise parents do not
let their children play w

ith m
atches, let alone . . . .

* W
hy is it that so m

any revolutions and m
ovem

ents of social renew
al end up

suppressing the very people they originally sought to liberate? The question is so
vitally im

portant because hum
an beings are today discouraged and even cynical

about the possibility to create a better w
orld. The answ

er, says Sarkar, is sim
ple.

T
hose w

ho w
ould like to create a better w

orld m
ust be careful to preserve their

sim
plicity and in particular their sensitivity to the joys and sufferings of others

(other plants and anim
als as w

ell as hum
ans). The only w

ay to ensure this is to tap
one’s inner source of com

passion and sensitivity, the inner Self. This is achieved
through various form

s of inner contem
plation and m

editation.

* M
aintaining a connection w

ith one’s inner Self, softens the heart, sw
eetens the

intellect and sharpens the intuition. It generates w
hat Sarkar 

+ From
 its uncertain origins in prehistory to present day internationalism

, the
hum

an race has struggled to establish a just, equitable and pleasing social system
.

W
e have struggled to put collective w

elfare before selfish interest, dem
ocratic

process before tyranny, rationality before
 

N
E
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I
W
M
A
N
I
S
M

- has established schools, hostels, m
edical

clinics and collected food and clothes for the destitute in m
ost countries.

- teaches yoga and m
editation

techniques in all countries of the w
orld (including U

SSR
 and C

hina); E
R

A
W

S
(Education, R

elief and W
elfare Services) 

- disaster relief
organisations that have provided on the spot aid follow

ing earthquakes, hurricanes
and floods in num

erous countries; A
N

A
N

D
A

 M
A

RG
A

 A
M

U
RTEL

 
!&

rkar is not just a theoretician. H
e has founded several international service

and w
elfare organisations including; A

M
U

R
T

 and 

G
altung

of the U
niversity of H

aw
aii ranks Sarkar alongside “the big m

acro-theoreticians
such as M

arx, Toynbee, K
haldun, Sorokin and of course, Sarkar is one of them

.”

* B
ut 

Sarkar’s sociological w
ritings, Prof. 

It is not easy to sum
m

arise PR
O

U
T in a few

 w
ords. Som

e have described it
as socialism

 w
ith a hum

an face. Professor R
avi B

atra, internationally acclaim
ed

author of “The G
reat D

epression of 1990” describes it as “m
ass capitalism

”, that is
a free enterprise system

 in w
hich w

ealth is equitably distributed. This pam
phlet

offers a brief introduction to som
e aspects of PRO

U
T.

* PR
O

U
T w

as first propounded by the em
inent Indian philosopher, P.R

. Sarkar in
the 1960’s. Sarkar has w

ritten w
idely in econom

ics, philosophy, spirituality,
linguistics and physics. H

is w
orks have been acclaim

ed by academ
ics from

 both the
East and the W

est. C
om

m
enting on

 

* PR
O

U
T takes a holistic view

 of hum
an beings and an ecological view

 of planet
earth. 

- surely there m
ust be a better w

ay!

* PR
O

U
T

 is the practical political and econom
ic application of a philosophy

know
n as N

eo-hum
anism

. PR
O

U
T

 and N
eo-hum

anism
 together open a new

chapter in hum
an history.

W
ith the dow

nfall of com
m

unism
 in Europe and the increasingly uncertain future

of capitalism
, the w

hole w
orld is w

ondering 

PR
O

U
T

P
R

O
G

R
E

S
S
IV

E
 

U
T

IL
IS

A
T

IO
N

 
T

H
E

O
R

Y

INTRODUCTION

* 



* Social progress is m
ost accurately defined as the collective struggle for

happiness. In com
m

on parlance w
e w

ould say that m
odem

 hum
ans have progressed

far beyond stone age hum
ans. B

ut do w
e enjoy greater happiness? In Sarkar’s

analysis, social progress is only achieved in the spiritual sphere.

,science.  Sim
ilarly, PR

O
U

T
 draw

s on the
accum

ulated econom
ic experience of capitalism

, com
m

unism
 and past societies.

accom
odates both the spiritual insights of eastern science and the

ecological insights of w
estern

 

porential. Sarkar calls it N
eo-ethics.

T
hat w

hich helps individuals (w
hether hum

an, anim
al or plant) realise their

potential and enhances the collective evolution of 
life on planet earth is G

O
O

D
.

T
hat w

hich causes individuals to shrink back inside a shell, w
hich inhibits

unfolding potential, w
hich does not enhance the vigour of life, is B

A
D

.
D

efinitions of beauty, utility and truth revolve around sim
ilar notions.

* N
eohum

anism
 and PR

O
U

T
 are not dogm

as w
hich im

pose a fixed view
 of life.

N
eohum

anism
 draw

s on the social and scientific w
isdom

 of both E
ast and W

est.
For exam

ple, it 

ret&
sing 

all the m
ultifaceted aspects of life.

* H
um

an beings are social beings. T
hey cannot achieve happiness individually.

A
nim

als and plants also have a desire to survive, to express them
selves and to

enjoy inner contentm
ent. T

hus the w
elfare and happiness of all hum

ans, anim
als

and plants are necessarily interw
oven.

* T
he system

 of values in PR
O

U
T

 centres around the notion of
 achieving

happiness through
 

* H
appiness depends on m

aintaining coordinated balance betw
een the physical,

m
ental and spiritual spheres. Likew

ise social and ecological happiness depends on
m

aintaining balance betw
een 

beiig has three fundam
ental desires; 1)

the desire to physically survive, 2) the desire to expand one’s horizons and realise
one’s m

axim
um

 potential and 3) the desire for an inner spiritual peace. T
he

fulfillm
ent of these desires brings happiness. Their frustration brings sorrow

.

- the integrated evolution of all
species and the full flow

ering of their physical, psychic and spiritual potentialities.

* A
ccording to N

eohum
anism

, every hum
an 

the philosophy w
hich takes hum

an society beyond hum
anism

and into the 21st century. It has a future vision 
* N

eohum
anism

 is 

recognises only the utilitarian value of people so
reducing them

 to robots. N
or has it prevented the pollution and destruction of m

ost
of our planet.

colour and variety to hum
an existence.

* B
ut hum

anism
 is defective in tw

o respects; it does not have a vision of the
further evolution of the hum

an race and it does not accord the sam
e respect to

anim
als and plants that it does to hum

ans. T
hus it has been unable to resist the

im
pact of m

aterialism
, w

hich 

that today’s global crises are largely the m
aking of egotistical

leaders w
ho think only for their selfish interest. A

t a tim
e w

hen w
eapons perm

it
the destruction of the w

orld, w
e allow

 politicians w
ith the m

oral discipline and

equal respect to all, regardless of race, sex, or religion. Sim
ply by virtue of being

hum
an, everybody adds 

* PR
O

U
T believes 

* R
out is not a utopian philosophy. It does not claim

 to offer the perfect society
nor does it m

ake assum
ptions about the ‘perfect’ class or leader. There m

ust be
checks and balances on individual pow

er but at the sam
e tim

e there m
ust be

concerted effort to im
prove the calibre of persons w

ho exercise pow
er.

fill those structures. The latter issue is by far the m
ost im

portant.

w
hile trading and com

m
ercial banks operate as cooperatives.

G
OVERNMENT

*T
here are tw

o issues here; the structures created to govern and the calibre of
persons w

ho 

indusjry 
* B

anking m
ust be taken out of the private sector. T

he central bank is a key

from
 country to city is the result of unbalanced econom

y.
d) N

o m
ore than 10%

 of persons engaged in trade and com
m

erce.
e) N

o m
ore than 10%

 of persons em
ployed in public service or service

industries such as education, hospitals, clerical adm
inistration etc.

5) D
evelop local resources before im

porting from
 other units. This policy

encourages full em
ploym

ent and m
axim

um
 security in tim

es of difficulty disaster.

l
 PRO

U
T organises production in three tiers or econom

ic sectors;
1) K

ey industry; w
hose products provide essential resources for econom

ic
activity (eg m

inerals and energy, large scale transport and com
m

unications) are
m

anaged as public utilities. B
oard of directors is elected dem

ocratically by the
region concerned. These industries w

ork on a “no profit, no loss” basis and w
orkers

should participate in m
anagem

ent.
2) C

ooperatives; constitute the largest sector of a PR
O

U
T econom

y. They
include m

ost m
anufacturing industries and agriculture. C

ooperatives are ow
ned and

m
anaged by their w

orkers w
ith scope for private investm

ent but not control.
3) Private enterprise; includes rem

aining sm
all scale m

anufacturing,
retailing, service industries. This is the free enterprise private sector w

here prices
are determ

ined by supply and dem
and.

/
export of raw

 m
aterials and agricultural produce is undesirable because their prices

are unstable. Trade in m
anufactured products offers the best econom

ic security.
c) O

nly 20 to 30%
 of people should depend on non-agricultural

m
anufacturing, ie m

inerals and energy, com
puters. T

he destablising flight of
people 

leads to social problem
s and pollution. Sarkar envisages “garden cities” w

here
agriculture, industry, housing and w

ildlife reserves are harm
oniously integrated.

b) 20 to 40%
 of people em

ployed in agricultural industries. Im
port 



industrialisation because it

the D
arling D

ow
ns and the Sunshine C

oast are exam
ples of B

ioregions.

* T
he interm

ediate level of econom
ic planning is the region or province w

hich
reflects not only ecological and econom

ic but also cultural factors. State boundaries
in A

ustralia, as in m
ost countries, reflect accidents of history and are not natural

units. Federal level econom
ic planning w

ould regulate inter-regional trade, transport
and com

m
unications and so on.

* A
ll econom

ic units, w
hether bioregion, province or nation, follow

 basic
econom

ic principles as follow
s;

1) every person m
ust be guaranteed the m

inim
um

 requirem
ents of life ie

adequate food, health care, clothing, education and housing.
2) A

dditionally PR
O

U
T

 advocates an incentive system
 to encourage

initiative, entrepreneurial skills, creativity and to rew
ard those w

ho put in extra
effort. Incentives are best given in kind and not m

oney to prevent concentration of
econom

ic pow
er. For exam

ple a scientist m
ight receive an electron m

icroscope,
factory w

orkers better recreational facilities.
3) Collective incentives (‘social incom

e’) are provided to ease the collective
burdens of life. For exam

ple com
m

unity resource centres, sporting facilities,
recreational parks, public concerts, art galleries and so on.

4) Every econom
ic unit should attem

pt to develop a balanced econom
y;

a) A
pproxim

ately 30%
 of people should depend directly on agriculture, not

m
uch m

ore or less. Sarkar is opposed to concentrated
 

decentralisation.  A
 country

 such as
A

ustralia w
ould adopt three tier econom

ic planning; ‘block’ level planning, regional
level planning and federal planning.

* A
 ‘block’ is som

ething akin to a Shire C
ouncil w

ith a population of 10,000 to
100,000, but it is m

uch m
ore. It is best described as a bioregion, an area of land

that can be regarded as an ecological and econom
ic unit. It is the sm

allest unit of
econom

ic planning in PR
O

U
T and the m

ost im
portant. Stanthorpe’s granite belt,.

;

l
 Social progress ultim

ately depends on the collective accum
ulation of “inner” or

“spiritual w
isdom

” for w
isdom

 never generates its ow
n reaction. D

espite this, the
struggle for physical and intellectual ‘progress’ is essential for hum

an w
elfare

because it is on the foundation of these that spiritual progress is achieved.

ECONOMICS

* PR
O

U
T

 recognises that m
ost econom

ic problem
s are social and political

problem
s, that is econom

ics is not a science of im
personal law

s that are
independant of hum

ans and their w
elfare. PR

O
U

T also affirm
s that the purpose of

econom
ic activity is first and forem

ost to satisfy the needs of hum
ans, anim

als and
plants and to encourage the unfolding of their potential. This is econom

ic progress.

* T
o this end, PR

O
U

T
 recognises the need to m

anage physical, m
ental and

spiritual resources. There should be m
axim

um
 utilisation, rational distribution and

proper balance betw
een these physical, m

ental and spiritual resources. H
ence the

nam
e PR

O
U

T -- Progressive U
tilisation Theory.

* PR
O

U
T

 advocates a policy of econom
ic

 

1
pleasure so derived is offset by an equal
degree of psychic unrest.

i
Progress, for the greater degree of m

ental

:’
th cannot of them

selves be called
ayt

bea y and pow
er of our intellectual

w
e + L

ikew
ise the advances in the subtlety,

l
 The m

aterial develop-
m

ents m
ade possible by

advances in science and
technology cannot be
called Progress, for the
greater degree of
happiness apparantly
achieved is offset by an
equal

degree


